
The City of Greater Bendigo is developing a master 
plan for Marong’s Malone Park and is encouraging 
residents from the Marong and the wider Greater 
Bendigo community, local clubs and groups, and 
other interested organisations to have input into its 
development by completing an online community 
survey at www.surveymonkey.com/r/MaloneParkMP 

or by providing your thoughts on its future 
development direct to the City by email to  
f.neele@bendigo.vic.gov.au by Friday January 22, 2021.

This is an important piece of work for the City as 
we plan for the future growth of Marong. We look 
forward to receiving your input and feedback.
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What is Malone Park?

Malone Park is a large, 20 hectare 
Crown land site that has been 
managed by the City of Greater 
Bendigo since 2015. It is bordered by 
new residential developments and is in 
close proximity to the Marong Primary 
School and the town centre.

There are three entrances to Malone 
Park, accessed from the Calder 
Alternative Highway, Malone Park 
Road and Salvarezza Road.

Malone Park is the main recreation 
reserve in the Marong township and 
features extensive sports facilities, a 
children’s playground, picnic area, and 
extensive areas of bushland and grassy 
areas for recreation and relaxation. 
The Bullock Creek also runs through 
Malone Park.

What facilities currently exist 
at Malone Park?

Sports facilities at Malone Park include 
two pavilions, a sports oval, trotting 
track and horse yards, netball courts, 
cricket training facilities, bowling 
greens and the nearby Marong 
swimming pool. 

A rest stop, play space, picnic/
barbecue area and main toilet block 
are located alongside the Calder 
Alternative Highway. A second toilet 
block is located near the harness 
racing track.

The barbecue area is right alongside 
the children’s play space and features 
an undercover area, picnic tables, 
electric barbecues and a drinking 
fountain.

What is the history of Malone 
Park?

The township of Marong is situated on 
Bullock Creek. The area was originally 
home to the Dja Dja Wurrung people for 
millennia before the arrival of explorers 
Major Thomas Mitchell and Edward 
John Eyre in the 1830s, followed by 
pastoralists in search of land to settle on 
with their flocks and herds. 

The first proper survey of the area was 
carried out in 1852 by W S Urquhart.  
This work was continued by Richard 
Larritt and included laying out the 
Marong township in 1855. By 1857 a 
number of town blocks in the Marong 
Township Reserve had been taken up at 
Crown land sales. 

Marong is believed to be an Aboriginal 
word meaning a native or Murray pine 
tree.

Malone Park was established for the 
Marong Football Club which went into 
a hiatus in the 1960s before being 
reactivated along with the Marong 
Cricket Club, in the 1970s.   

During the hiatus the Marong Light 
Harness Club took over the site and 
developed a harness track around 
the oval. Since that time more users 
including the Marong Bowls Club, 
Bendigo and District Family Equine 
Group and Marong Tennis Club have 
established at the site. 

The reserve was named after the 
Malone Family who were well known 
residents of the area.

What clubs and groups currently 
use Malone Park?

Malone Park is home to the following 
groups:
• Marong Football & Netball Club
• Marong Cricket Club
• Marong Bowls Club
• Marong Light Harness Club
• Greater Bendigo Family Equine Group
• Marong Swimming Pool
• Marong Golf club also manages the 

adjacent land to the south as part of 
it’s back nine

What changes to Malone Park 
could be included in the draft 
master plan?

A range of changes are possible 
including introducing new uses for 
the space, the development of multi-
use facilities, increasing infrastructure 
associated with active recreation or 
passive use, closure of roads through the 
reserve and improving connections with 
other facilities and adjacent users. 

Who is doing the master plan?

The City of Greater Bendigo has 
contracted consultants Insight Leisure 
Planning to develop the draft master plan.

How long will the draft master 
plan take to complete?

A draft master plan will be completed in 
the first quarter of 2021. 

When the draft master plan is 
available the City will provide further 
opportunities for residents to have their 
say on it.

Why is the City 
developing a master 
plan for Malone Park?

According to .idcommunity 
demographic resources, the 
population estimate for Marong 
- Rural West as of June 30, 2019 
was 4,928. Since the previous year, 
the population has grown by 1.70 
per cent compared to population 
growth in regional Victoria being 
1.37 per cent. 

Marong is one of Greater Bendigo’s 
growth areas with a four-fold 
increase in population to 8,000 
predicted in coming years by the 
City’s Marong Structure Plan.

It’s therefore important for the 
City to plan for this growth to 
ensure Marong has the necessary 
infrastructure it needs to strengthen 
community interaction and provide 
opportunities for residents to lead 
healthy lifestyles. 

A master plan for Malone Park 
will guide the development and 
maintenance of this important 
recreation area in a way that 
services the needs of the Marong 
community now and into the 
future. It will also build on the 
work previously undertaken by 
the Malone Park Users Group 
Association.

The master plan will also consider 
the sports and facilities that could 
be provided on the site, and the 
highest and best uses of the space 
to encourage residents to live 
active and healthy lifestyles within 
their own community and in close 
proximity to their homes.
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Where can I get more information?

More information is available on the City’s website  
www.bendigo.vic.gov.au or by contacting Fraser Neele, 
Recreation and Open Spaces Strategic Planner by email to 
f.neele@bendigo.vic.gov.au

How can I have input into the development 
of the draft master plan and a say in the 
future of Malone Park?

You can have input into the draft master plan by 
completing the community online survey at 
www.surveymonkey.com/r/MaloneParkMP  
by Friday January 22, 2021.

You can also forward a submission or any thoughts 
you may have by email to f.neele@bendigo.vic.gov.au 
by Friday January 22, 2021.

Once the draft master plan has been developed, the 
City will provide further opportunities for you to 
provide your feedback.


